
 
January 30, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian and District Personnel:  
 
There is an ongoing outbreak of a new virus, called 2019 novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV), primarily involving 
people living in Wuhan City, China and the surrounding areas. This virus causes a respiratory illness which 
includes fever, cough, and shortness of breath. Illness can begin 2 to 14 days after an exposure.  The Evanston 
Health and Human Services Department is working with federal, state and local partners to monitor this new 
virus. 
 
Upon arrival to the United States, travelers from China may be asked questions in the airport to determine if 
they need to undergo health screening. During the health screening, authorities check temperatures, symptoms, 
and ask about specific exposures in China. If travelers have concerning symptoms, they will be sent for medical 
evaluation. CDC staff will provide health information cards to travelers who do not have symptoms. The cards 
tell travelers what symptoms to look out for, and what to do if they develop symptoms within 14 days after 
leaving China. 
 
Schools may have exchange students or other students who attend their schools and have traveled to various 
areas in Asia, including China. A person who has traveled overseas to Asia or specifically to Wuhan City, China 
and is well, is not restricted from school or any public activities. 
 
If you or your child develop symptoms after traveling to Wuhan City, China or after being exposed to someone 
known to be infected with the 2019-nCoV virus, please call your doctor for evaluation.  At this time of the year, 
there are many possible causes for respiratory illness, and it is likely a medical visit for further evaluation 
(including laboratory testing) will be necessary. 
 
Additional information on 2019-nCoV outbreak is frequently updated on the CDC website.  Currently, the 
Evanston Health and Human Services Department believes the immediate risk to the public is low.  Residents 
do not need to change their behavior or use masks or gloves, but you can follow these tips to reduce your risk 
of an infection caused by any virus: 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
• If no tissue is available, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow, not your hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, 

use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
• Avoid contact with people who are sick. 
• If you are sick, stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Ike C. Ogbo, BS, MPH       Mary H. Larson, BSN, RN, PEL-CSN, MEd   
Director        Coordinator 
Evanston Department of Health and Human Services  District 65 Health Services Department 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

